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Born in Madrid in 1962, Mercedes Coghen captained the Spanish Field Hockey team, which won the gold medal during the 1992 Olympic Games. This tremendous achievement led her to be the flag bearer of the Spanish team during the Closing Ceremony of the Games.

During her sporting career, Coghen played 165 caps for Spain, wining a first place in the Intercontinental Cup and the fifth place in the 1990 World Cup.

At a club level, she won 12 league titles in the Honours Division, 4 Queen Cups, 6 Spanish Indoor Hockey Championships and 2 national titles as coach.

With regards to her academic career, Coghen is a Graduate in Law from the Madrid Complutense University and Technician in Tourist Activities and Companies. Furthermore, she has a Master Know-How in Legal Practices.

Her professional career was always linked to the world of sports. Between 1992 and 1996, she was a member of the Board of the Royal Spanish Hockey Federation (RFEH) and, from 1994 to 1998, she was a member of the Rules Board of the International Hockey Federation (FIH).

In 1995, she was appointed Member by Election of the Spanish Olympic Committee (COE) Assembly, where she participates in four commissions: Athletes, Spanish Legal Arbitration Court, Women and Sports and Pierre de Coubertin. Furthermore, Coghen is the vice president of the Spanish Olympic Athletes Association.

During her professional career, Coghen has been closely related to the development of female sports. Between 2002 and 2004, she was a Member of the Permanent Commission of the Women and Sports Foundation and, in 2003, she was General Coordinator for the Women and Sports Week.

Continuing with her support to Sports where she achieved many successes, Coghen was appointed President of the Executive Committee for the Pre-Olympic Hockey Championship in 2004. That same year, she started her term as Vice President of the RFEH and resumed her work with the FIH as a member of the Executive Committee, Chair of the Athletes Commission and Member of the Events and Competitions Commission.

Her last professional challenge before Madrid 2016 was as President of the Executive Committee of the Women’s Hockey World Cup held in Madrid in 2006. A few months later, she was appointed Chief Executive Officer of the Madrid 2016 Olympic bid, a position she maintains at present.
